The Hg II atom in the title compound, [Hg(SCN) 2 -(C 8 H 8 N 2 S 2 )], is chelated by the bidentate heterocycle through the N atoms and is coordinated by the S atoms of two thiocyanate anions, resulting in a considerably distorted tetrahedral coordination geometry.
Related literature
There are several examples of mercuric thiocyanate-, 0 -dimine type of adducts which exist as four-coordinate, tetrahedral molecules. For the 4,4 0 ,5,5 0 -tetramethyl-2,2 0 -biimidazole adduct, see ; Morsali (2006) . For the 2,2 0 -diamino-4,4 0 -bithiazole adduct, see: Morsali et al. (2003) . For the 2,2 0 -biquinoline adduct, see: Morsali et al. (2004) ; Ramazani et al. (2004) . For the 2,2 0 -diphenyl-4,4 0 -bithiazole adduct, see .
Experimental
Crystal data [Hg(NCS) Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2008 ); cell refinement: APEX2 (Bruker, 2008) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: X-SEED (Barbour, 2001) ; software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2009 
Refinement
Carbon-bound H-atoms were placed in calculated positions (C-H 0.95-0.98 Å) and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation, with U iso (H) set to 1.2-1.5U eq (C).
The crystal diffracted strongly owing to the extremely heavy metal atom; however, its presence introduced severe absorption problems that could not be corrected analytically as the crystal did not have regular faces. The final difference Fourier map had a large peak/hole in the vicinity of the mercury atom.
Figures Fig. 1 . Thermal ellipsoid plot (Barbour, 2001 ) of Hg(SCN) 2 (C 10 H 8 N 2 S 2 ); ellipsoids are drawn at the 70% probability level and H atoms of arbitrary radius. 
